
16 17PULLERT
H

E August 
2016

Legends—Special Anniversary Edition

The success of the M&W Power 
Show Tractor Pull inspired the Wood 
County Agricultural Society Fair Board 
to undertake the promotion of a 
national pull in Bowling Green, Ohio. 

Seeing how much work was 
involved in staging a successful pull, 
a dozen guys met with the Fair Board 
and received their endorsement to 
form the private organization, the 
Northwestern Ohio Tractor Pullers 
Association, to promote what has 
become the famed National Tractor 
Pulling Championships.

DAVE CHAMBERLAIN
The first NWOTPA President, 

and the only one to serve a second 
term totaling 16 years, was Dave 
Chamberlain from nearby Custar. He is 
now age 84 and still very active in the 
200-member “Blue Shirts.”

With pulling growing very rapidly in 
the early 1970s, the NWOTPA saw the 
need to build their own mechanical 
weight transfer sled. The original yellow 
“Heartbreaker,” designed and built 
by charter member Merle Grimm, has 
been restored and is on display under 
the north side bleachers. 

In the mid ’70s, the blue 
“Heartbreaker II” became the first 
“really big weight exchanger” sled built. 
It was utilized for a couple decades, 
not only in BG but also for about 
half of the Ohio State Tractor Pullers 
Association circuit, several events in 
Michigan, and across the border for 
Canadian Tractor Pullers Association 
events. Dave would haul the sled to 
and from the events (as many as 22 
per season) and occasionally operate 
it. This sled, too, will be on display, 
perhaps on the south side of the event 
grounds. “Heartbreaker III,” with its 
unique vertical-pan-motion, apparently 
is still in use in Kentucky today.

Chamberlain was the service 
manager for the BG Oliver dealer, 
Heermeier. They allowed Dave to pull 
the newest models from the late ’50s 
until the late ’70s. Dave still has a 
BG trophy he thinks was won with the 
1650 gasser (59 stock horsepower) 
on which they mounted a turbo and 
ultimately made 200 horsepower. 

Most of the time, two tractors and 
thousands of pounds of movable 
weights were on the trailer. “Talk about 
being tired—pulling, throwing weights, 
hauling the sled, NWOTPA executive 
duties, the regular job, and raising a 
young family of four children—oh, I was 
a lot younger then!” laments Dave. 
“That all adds up to why my right leg 
does not work too well these days.” 

But that does not slow Dave down 
any. After all, he has already worn his 
blue shirt for 49 years. For this 50th, 
he will continue his decade-long job of 
coordinating the 40 tow tractors.

“When I found out I could not run 
the whole show by myself, that’s when 
we made the crew leaders. Now we 
have about 20 of them, directing every 
group with one of the nine NWOTPA 
directors overseeing each group.” 

Some of the pull procedure logistics 
are still the same today as 50 years 
ago. A prime example is the flow of 
how the pulling vehicle staging is done.

Two of the popular features at “Pull 
Town U.S.A.” have been the open pits—
including the “Champions Row” of the 
previous year’s winning vehicles all 
parked together—and, of course, the 
ring. Past president Tom Kritzler was 
watching a Super Bowl game and was 
struck by the reward that each player 
would personally receive. He presented 
the idea to the NWOTPA nine-member 
board, and in 1993 the coveted BG 
championship ring was born. The 25th 

sets of rings will be awarded in 2017.
“It takes a lot of teamwork. We 

would not be where we are today 
otherwise,” said Chamberlain. “It takes 
a leader to make people work together. 
The pulling event needs to be run 
professionally and be a success.”

“Drawing the pullers to BG is 
equivalent to the Indy 500. They enjoy 
going home with the fame of pulling 
here. The spectators come knowing 
they will see a large pull and the best 
of the best. The sponsors know they 
are reaching customers.”

In 2014, 26 acres were purchased 
to the north that will accommodate 
more parking and another 100 
campers, bringing the number of 
campsites to 1,600.

Some of Chamberlin’s cherished 
memories are the double-tree, tandem, 
and drag-race pulling. “I originally 
told the Fair Board that ‘we are going 
to try to make this the largest pull in 
the world. This may sound like a pipe 
dream but that is what we are headed 
for.’ Now, we are anticipating a record 
crowd for the 50th!”

BOBBY WILLIAMs
Hailing from Ada, 50 miles south 

of BG, is Bobby Williams, 89, who is in 
very good health and today is the crew 
leader coordinating the three scales 
on the BG grounds. He also operates 
the weigh-out scale, a job he will have 
done for 48 years as of 2016. “I have 

had a lot of good help.”
Bobby started pulling in 1951 with 

a John Deere G but soon switched to 
a farm stock Farmall M-TA which he 
pulled for four decades at county fairs 
in northwestern Ohio and many family 
and friends’ “picnic” pulls. Originally, it 
was tug pulling with a 20-foot full pull. 

Since there was a concentration of 
pullers within a 20-mile radius of BG, 
a group of them decided this would 
be a logical location to host a pull. Of 
this group, Chamberlain and Williams 
are the survivors. Both will retire from 
Blue Shirt active duty after this 50th 
anniversary. (We’ll see.)

During the mid ’70s, Bobby served 
one three-year term on the executive 
board. Trying to do it while being a 
grain farmer and working for Proctor & 
Gamble proved to be too much. 

“There is no comparison to a 
pull 50 years ago to today, including 
the investment in the pulling 
vehicle. To stage a successful pull 
today, everything needs to be very 
professional. Bowling Green over the 
decades has built a reputation as 
the premier Rose Bowl pull to entice 
sponsors, spectators and pullers to 
participate.”

Dick Emch, a founding member, is 
reportedly planning to return for the 
50th from his Minnesota home. And 
at last count, 21 Legends tractors are 
scheduled to pull on Sunday afternoon.

Gaylord Zechman, Merle Grimm, Emery Dauer, Bobby Williams, and Dave Chamberlain  
stand at attention as the national anthem opens the 20th NTPC in 1986.

Two founding members’ 
half-century journey
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